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White Grub Control in Lawns 

 

By Katie Drewitz, University of Minnesota Extension  

ST. CLOUD, Minn. (8/19/2020) – If you are seeing unsightly brown patches in your lawn, you might be 

having a problem with white grubs. White grubs are soil-dwelling larvae of beetles.  The adult beetles 

emerge in late June and lay eggs in the turf during July. The eggs hatch in 2 to 3 weeks and tiny white 

grub larvae begin to eat the grass roots.  The grubs grow rapidly and are fully grown at by late August or 

September.  Feeding by the grubs prunes the roots from the plants and causes the grass to wilt and fade.  

Extreme feeding by populations of 10 or more annual white grubs per square foot will cause the grass to 

die.  White grubs move several inches deep in the soil to spend the winter.  They move back near the 

surface in the spring time but cause little additional damage as they wait to pupate in June, emerge as 

adults and start the cycle over. 

 

Damage from white grubs in lawns can show up any time after mid-August, though damage may not 

become obvious until September or even into October. Damage from white grubs is usually localized, 

and it is typical to have severe damage in irregular and isolated spots. 

White grub damage may first appear as drought stress (gray-green discoloration and wilting in the hot 

sun). More severe damage causes the turf to die in large irregular patches that can be rolled back like a 

loose carpet. High populations of grubs may go unnoticed until discovery by raccoons or skunks. 

Raccoons, skunks and crows will turn over large patches of loose turf, eat the grubs and leave behind a 

torn-up mess. White grub infestations are highly variable from year to year and from place to place. 

Damage is spotty and impossible to predict. 

 

Preventive insecticide treatments should be applied from late May to early August.  The insecticide must 

be watered in with irrigation or rainfall to be effective (0.5-inch minimum).  Applications after mid-

August and in the spring time, when grubs are fully grown, are not effective. Insecticides available to 

homeowners for white grub prevention include Imidacloprid (Merit, etc.); Chlorantraniliprole (Grub-

Ex); and Bacillus thuringiensis galleriae (grubGONE).  In August - September apply a fast-acting, short-

lived, curative insecticide to reduce the number of white grubs can be applies. Curative insecticides are 

not as good as preventive insecticides at reducing the number of grubs. Insecticide treatments after early 

October are not effective and are not recommended. Unfortunately, raccoons and skunks are much better 

at locating grub populations than we are and the first hint of a grub problem in your turf is likely to be 

that your lawn was "plowed" by varmints overnight. Insecticides for curative grub control include 

Trichlorfon (Dylox, Bayer Advanced 24-Hour Grub Control) and Carbaryl (Sevin, etc.).  One-half inch 

of irrigation immediately after insecticide application is essential for good results and to promote 

recovery of damaged turf. If you choose to apply insecticides, read and carefully follow directions. 

 



University of Minnesota Extension is an equal opportunity educator and employer. 

If you have questions or would like more information about white grubs or any other horticultural 

questions, please reach out to your local Extension Educator. Residents in Stearns, Benton and Morrison 

Counties can call 320-255-6169 extension 1 or email wins0115@umn.edu. To receive informational and 

event email updates for the Stearns, Benton and Morrison County area please sign up at 

z.umn.edu/tricountyemail.    
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University of Minnesota Extension to Host Goat/Sheep Winter Forage and Nutrition Webinar 

By Brenda Postels, University of Minnesota Extension 

FOLEY, Minn. (8/19/2020) — The University of Minnesota Extension is excited to host a webinar 

on Wednesday August 26th starting at 6:30pm CDT focusing on the nutritional requirements of small 

ruminants during the winter months, mainly forages.   

Discussion will center around the management practices of efficiently calculating, storing and 

maintaining high quality forages, as well as, economic impacts of these management practices on 

sheep and goat farms. Farmers, 4-Hers, ag business professionals who work with farmers, and those 

interested in goats or sheep are invited to attend.  

Kyle Rozeboom-Livestock Specialist, University of Minnesota Department of Animal Science and 

Troy Salzer-Extension Educator-University of Minnesota Extension, St. Louis County will be the 

featured speakers. Topics include: evaluating winter forage needs based upon the nutritional 

requirements of small ruminants during various stages of production, forage quality components & 

testing, hay storage & feed waste, and the economics of forage. This will cover: hay quality vs. cost, 

forage & alternative feedstuffs supply, balancing forages & supplemental feed, and where and how 

to buy stored forage. Information can be found at   z.umn.edu/GoatSheepWebinar  

Pre-registration is required. Please register at z.umn.edu/GoatSheepForage by 12:00 pm (noon) on 

Tuesday August 25th. The Zoom link will be emailed to you after registration closes. If you are 

unable to attend the live session, you will receive the recording via email. For more information, 

please contact; Brenda Postels, post0060@umn.edu or 320-203-6063 

------- 

 

For more news and events from U of M Extension, visit www.extension.umn.edu/courses-and-events. 
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